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When Slow and Steady Doesnit Win
Speeding Up Your Computer & the Web

By Stephanie Polizzi, Junior, English & Italian

You log in to MyUCDavis and wait for Geckomail to load. And
wait. And wait. You look over at your roommate and € what!? How
did he get his email to load so fast? Come to think of it, it takes your
computer a while to load almost any Web siteé

Does this scenario sound familiar? For
many people, Geckomail and other Web-based
email applications take a long time to load. This
is due in part to the fact that retrieving Web-
based email is inherently slower than accessing
email through an email client. But that doesnit
mean you have to settle for less. Learn here how to
speed up your Web browsing and your computer.

SpeepiNGg Up MYUCDAvIs & GEcCKoMAIL
Ever notice how MyUCDavis takes a long time to
load at some points of the day and a short time at others?
Well, the number of users logged on greatly affects the siteis
speed. You might want to access MyUCDavis during a less
popular time of the day (6pm-10am or on weekends).

MyUCDavisb loading speed has greatly improved over the
past year. The Web portal also identifies your connection speed
and adjusts its content and loading speed accordingly. However, no
matter how fast MyUCDavis loads, Geckomail is an entirely different
issue. Geckomail is aWeb-based email client, similar to Yahoo! email
or Googleis Gmail, in which you access your email on the Web. The
loading time depends on how many email messages you have saved
in your folders; all of those emails must be converted to HTML to be
displayed, a process that can take a while if youire loading several
hundred files. An easy solution to speeding up Web-based email is
to delete the content in your outbox and trash folders.

MakING EMAIL CLIENTS (EUuDORA & OuTLOOK) FASTER
But what if you donit want to delete lots of your old email? Email
clients, such as Eudora and Outlook, can download emails onto your
computer. They are significantly faster than Web-based email, but
your email is saved on only one computer. The email client usually
offers the option of storing your email on an online server as well,
but then you might run into the same problem: email taking forever
to load. In the end, you must weigh the pros and cons of Web-based
email and an email client and decide which is right for you.
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SECURITY: MORE IMPORTANT THAN SPEED

If almost every Web page and program you access takes a long
time to start up, you could be dealing with a security intrusion.
Spyware and viruses will cause your computer to run slowly. The
following are tips on how to speed up your computer and the
Internet, but be aware that computing security should be your top
priority when surfing the Web.

CoMPUTER AND SECURITY MAINTENANCE TIPS
A Rid your computer of spyware and adware. Download
programs like Spybot Search and Destroy (www.safer-
networking.org) or Ad-Aware (www.lavasoftusa.com) and run
them weekly.

A Scan your computer for viruses weekly. Download a free copy
of Symantec AntiVirus via the MyUCDavis Software page.

A Defragmentyour computer. Defragmenting s like organizing
the stuff in your closet; when youire done, thereis more room
and everything is easier to find. Defragmenting will speed up
your computer and make your hard drive last longer, as it
wonit have to work as hard to locate files. The defragmenter
for PCs is located in Programs > Accessories > System Tools.
Macs running OS X automatically defragment (fioptimized)
whenever you install new software or operating system updates.
Older Macs do not come with a defragmenting program; you
will have to purchase one (i.e., Symantecis Norton Utilities).
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